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Romans 3:19 Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under 
the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 20: 
Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is 
the knowledge of sin. 21: But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being 
witnessed by the law and the prophets; 22: Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of 
Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: 23: For all have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 24: Being justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 25: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith 
in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the 
forbearance of God; 26: To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness: that he might be just, 
and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus. 27: Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By 
what law? of works? Nay: but by the law of faith. 28: Therefore we conclude that a man is 
justified by faith without the deeds of the law. 29: Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also 
of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also: 30: Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the 
circumcision by faith, and uncircumcision through faith. 31: Do we then make void the law 
through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law. 

Romans 7:6 But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that 
we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter. 7: What shall we say 
then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known 
lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet. 8: But sin, taking occasion by the 
commandment, wrought in me all manner of concupiscence. For without the law sin was dead. 9: 
For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died. 
10: And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto death. 11: For sin, 
taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me. 12: Wherefore the law is 
holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good. 

Introduction 
In his letter to the Romans, the apostle Paul spent a good part of the first three chapters 
explaining that the gospel is all about God’s righteousness.
Romans 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 17: For therein [in 
the gospel] is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just 
shall live by faith.



Romans 3:21 But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being 
witnessed by the law and the prophets; 22: Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of 
Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: 23: For all have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 24: Being justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus:
Here Paul announces that righteousness before God is given freely by his grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus. Through faith in Christ, we can be made righteous in God’s 
sight. Completely apart from the law, we can be redeemed by the atoning sacrifice of Christ’s 
blood, willingly shed for our sin. God’s righteousness is received as a free gift and this gift is 
available to everyone, Jews and Gentiles alike. This is truly good news! This is the gospel – 
God’s righteousness, offered freely by His grace and received by faith alone, apart from the law.  

As I have said last Sunday, the apostle Paul is masterful teacher. Like any other masterful 
teacher, the apostle Paul anticipates objections and questions. As he sets forth the doctrine of 
justification by faith alone without the deeds of the law, he anticipates another objection. 

Romans 3:31a Do we then make void the law through faith?  
As Paul declares emphatically that no one will be justified by following the works of the law, he 
expects that those who oppose this doctrine will respond this way. Those who do not like this 
doctrine, objects that justification received freely by grace through faith apart from the works of 
the law, is making the law of no effect. It is undermining the law. I believe the law referred here 
is God’s unchanging moral standard as summarized in the Ten Commandments. 

Paul makes this statement about the Law because he knows that insisting that a man is justified 
apart from keeping the Law, he would certainly be accused of being against the Law, an 
antinomian. He anticipates that the critics would argue like this: “If men have never been saved 
on any other basis than faith in God, then the Law not only is useless now but was always 
useless.”

What is the apostle Paul’s response? 
Romans 3:31b ... God forbid: yea, we establish the law. 
May it never be! Again, Paul responds with the powerful denial, “God forbid!” In other words, 
he is saying that their objection is absurd. 

Romans 3:31b ... God forbid: yea, we establish the law. 
The doctrine of justification by faith without the deeds of the law, does not make void of the law, 
but on the contrary, it establishes the law. It puts the Law in its proper place. He insists that his 
teaching about receiving the righteousness of God freely by grace through faith alone does not 
overthrow or nullify the Law, but instead it establishes the Law. It confirms and upholds the 
Law.



This objection arises due to a misunderstanding of the purpose of God’s Law. What is the 
purpose of the law? Why was the law given? Let me start by saying that the Law was never 
meant to save anyone. No, there is nothing wrong with the Law. Actually, the Bible declares 
that the law of God is a good, holy, and just.
Romans 7:12 Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good.

James describes it as perfect law of liberty. 
James 1:25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being 
not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.

Moses claims that it given for our good always ... 
Deuteronomy 6:24 And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD our 
God, for our good always, that he might preserve us alive, as it is at this day. 25: And it shall 
be our righteousness, if we observe to do all these commandments before the LORD our God, as 
he hath commanded us.
But while the law is perfect, holy, just and good, God never intended men to be saved by the law. 
Far from justifying men and women in the sight of God, it condemns them. It tells them what to 
do, but does not give power to do it, and pronounces a curse on those who fail to keep it 
perfectly. 

So, if the Law was not meant to save or justify anyone, why was it given then? In the words of 
Paul, Wherefore then serveth the law? (Galatians 3:19a). What is the purpose of the Law then? If 
it will not save a man, what is the good of it? If the law cannot justify why was it written and 
given, then? Isn’t it a useless thing? Is it? No, the Law is not useless. It is useful but it must be 
used properly. In 1 Timothy 1:8, we read “But we know that the law is good, if a man use it 
lawfully.”  Fire is good if it used lawfully—such as cooking food and warming us in the 
wintertime. But if it used unlawfully like arson, it could cause great pain, suffering, and 
destruction. There is a lawful use of the law. There is a proper use of the law as God intended 
them to be used. That’s what I want to speak about today—the purpose of the Law. There are at 
least three uses of the Law, namely, to Define Sin, to Declare Man’s Guilt, and to Drive 
Sinners to Christ.

I – To Define and Identify Sin 
The first use of the Law is to define or identify sin. 
Romans 7:6 But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that 
we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter. 7: What shall we say 
then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known 
lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet. 
One of the benefits of justification by grace through faith is that we have been delivered from the 
law, that is we are no longer under the condemnation of the Law. Believers who put their trust in 
Christ, who bore the curse of the law, are released from the law. 

Romans 7:7a What shall we say then? Is the law sin? ... 



Since we have been delivered from the Law, does that mean that the Law is sinful? 

Paul response is ... 
Romans 7:7b ... God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known 
lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.
Is the law sin? Of course not. Paul says that he would not have come to know sin except through 
the Law. It was “through the law” that he came to understand what sin is. He explains that he did 
not know that what he was doing was coveting until the law said, “Thou shalt not covet.” This is 
one of the purposes of the Law—it is to define or identify sin. 

The Law was given to reveal sin as a transgression.
Romans 3:20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for 
by the law is the knowledge of sin.

Romans 4:15 Because the law worketh wrath: for where no law is, there is no transgression.

1 John 3:4 Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of 
the law.
The Bible defines sin as transgression of the Law. To “transgress” means “to go beyond the 
limit,” “to violate.” Sin is going beyond the limit of what the law allows. God has set the limit. 
He has set the standard and sin is to go beyond God’s standard. Every thought, word and deed 
that violate God’s holy Law are sin. Every deed, thought, attitude, ambition which violate God’s 
holy law are sin. Sin consists of sins of commission as well as sins of omission—what we do 
and what we fail to do. And to know what we ought to do and not to do, we need the Law. We 
must know God’s law in order to have a right understanding of sin and to identify sin properly.

J. C. Ryle wrote, “The plain truth is that a right understanding of sin lies at the root of all saving 
Christianity. Without it such doctrines as justification, conversion, sanctification, are “words and 
names” which convey no meaning to the mind. The first thing, therefore, that God does when He 
makes anyone a new creature in Christ is to send light into his heart and show him that he is a 
guilty sinner. The material creation in Genesis began with “light,” and so also does the spiritual 
creation. God “shines into our hearts” by the work of the Holy Spirit and then spiritual life 
begins (2 Cor. 4:6). Dim or indistinct views of sin are the origin of most of the errors, heresies 
and false doctrines of the present day. If a man does not realize the dangerous nature of his soul’s 
disease, you cannot wonder if he is content with false or imperfect remedies. I believe that one of 
the chief wants of the contemporary church has been, and is, clearer, fuller teaching about sin.”

II - To Declare Man’s Guilt 
The second use of the Law is to declare man’s guilt. The Law not only defines and identifies sin, 
it also declares man’s guilt and condemnation. 
Romans 3:19 Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under 
the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 20: 



Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is 
the knowledge of sin. 
One function of God’s law is to stop the mouth. To stop sinners justifying themselves and 
saying, “There are plenty of people worse than me. I’m not a bad person, really.” No, the Law 
stops the mouth of justification and leaves the whole world, not just the Jews, but the whole 
world guilty before God.

Listen to the testimony of the great apostle Paul in ... 
Romans 7:9 For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin 
revived, and I died. 

1. When the commandment came 
Romans 7:9 For I was alive without the law once ... 
Paul was a Pharisee. He knew the Law and sought to obey it. He felt secured and confident that 
he obeyed the law more than others did. 

Romans 7:9b ... but when the commandment came, sin revived, and I died.
But when the commandment came, that is when he understood the spirituality, the strict demand 
of the Law, his boasting immediately changed. When he understood the holy requirement of the 
law, he no longer could boast. The reason why so many are depending and boasting on their 
keeping the Law is because like Paul, they do not understand its spirituality, its righteous and its 
strict requirement. 

What is the strict and holy requirement of the law? The Law demands perfect obedience at all 
times.
James 2:10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of 
all. 
You see if you keep all of the Laws but break one, even just only one, you are as guilty as the 
 person who has broken all of God’s Laws. The whole Law is like a chain. A chain is only as 
strong as its weakest link. If one link is broken the anchor plunges into the water. 

Galatians 3:10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is 
written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book 
of the law to do them. 11: But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is 
evident: for, The just shall live by faith.
The curse of the law is the punishment that we deserve because we have broken God’s law. It is 
the just punishment for those who have violated God’s law. Those who seek to be justified by the 
law are under a curse and if you want to be saved by the Law you are obligated to keep it 
perfectly all your life.

Additionally, human law only requires external obedience, but God’s law requires internal 
and external obedience.



Matthew 5:21 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and 
whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: 22: But I say unto you, That whosoever 
is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever 
shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou 
fool, shall be in danger of hell fire.

1 John 3:15 Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath 
eternal life abiding in him.

Matthew 5:27 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit 
adultery: 28: But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her hath 
committed adultery with her already in his heart.
Just merely thinking, we are already guilty and must be punished. God’s Law touches the spirit 
and the heart. It touches the motive, the intent and thought of the heart. 

Romans 7:14 For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin.
True knowledge of sin, true conviction of sin comes through the knowledge of God and the Law. 

Romans 3:20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: 
for by the law is the knowledge of sin.

Romans 7:7 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by 
the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet. 

When we understand the Law, its meaning, its holy requirements, its righteous demands, 
according to Paul two things happened: 

2. Sin revived 
Romans 7:9 For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin 
revived, and I died.
Paul was at one time ignorant of the extent and spirituality of the law as a result he was not 
aware of sins that were present in his life. Sin was there all along but when the law came, sin was 
exposed, sin was brought into light and magnified. 

As someone said, “As long as men judge themselves by themselves and compare themselves 
among themselves, they will be in the dark as their true condition and character. Unless they 
judge themselves by the perfect standard of duty contained in the law of God, they cannot have 
any proper knowledge of their real character.”

3. I died 
Romans 7:9 For I was alive without the law once: but when the commandment came, sin 
revived, and I died. 10: And the commandment, which was ordained to life, I found to be unto 
death. 11: For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me.



Before the Law came, Paul thought he was alive and well, but when he began to understand the 
Law and its meaning he died. The great “I” died. I the great Pharisee died. I, who have no great 
sin. I, who never have committed idolatry, blasphemy, broken the Sabbath law, disobedient to 
parents, stolen, lied, coveted, committed adultery, so he thought until the Law came, was slain.  
When Paul understood the perfect requirement of the Law, sin not only revived but he died. He 
realized then that he is condemned. 

A story was told about two young boys were playing with their pet turtle. One of them 
accidentally cut the head off of his turtle. The headless turtle was still moving around, so they 
asked their dad if it was dead. The dad replied, “Oh, he is dead, he just doesn’t know it yet.”

There are many dead today but not aware of it. There are many lost sinners in the world and even 
in the church roll today but they don’t know it. Just like Paul was, they are not aware of the strict 
demands of the Law. So, here is another use of the Law—it is to show guilty sinners that they are 
in fact guilty sinners! 

III – To Drive Sinners to Christ 
The third and ultimate use of the Law is to bring us to Christ. The Law not only defines and 
identifies sin, declares man’s guilt and condemnation, it also drives sinners to Christ. 
Galatians 3:24 Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might 
be justified by faith.
God’s law functions as a schoolmaster to bring us to Jesus Christ that we might be justified 
through faith in His blood. How does the Law bring us to Christ? The law does it by serving as 
a schoolmaster. The schoolmaster was a slave in the home. He was a servant who takes care of 
children. He washed, clothed, cared for, and disciplined the child. He was a servant who takes 
the child by the hand and leads him to school.

Spurgeon describing what a schoolmaster is, wrote, “The pedagogue (schoolmaster) was a slave 
who was employed by the father of a family to take his boy to school and bring him home again. 
He often also was permitted to whip the boy if he did not learn his lessons well. The law whipped 
us to Christ and taught us that we could not be saved except by Christ. The law acts as a 
pedagogue by teaching us our obligations to God, by showing us our sinfulness, by sweeping 
away all our excuses.”

In the same manner the schoolmaster takes the child by the hand and leads him to school, the 
Law takes us by the hand and lead us to the cross of Calvary. As we have seen, the Law defines 
and declares our sin and our guilt. The Law is God’s way of showing man his lost condition 
before a holy God. It declares that we are all guilty and condemned sinners before God and 
that “by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the 
knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:20). 

The Law is also a mirror to show us our sins. It is like the small mirror dentists use. With the 
mirror the dentist can detect cavities. But they cannot drill with it or use it to pull teeth. The 



mirror reveals the decayed area or other abnormality, but it cannot fix the problem. So is God’s 
Law. Like the mirror, the law points out the problem—sin and guilt, but it doesn’t provide a 
solution. Dwight L. Moody once said: “The law is a mirror in which to show a child how defiled 
his face is. But who would think of washing the child’s face with the looking glass?” But the 
Law can prepare our heart to receive the Gospel of grace. It can prepare the heart to receive 
Jesus Christ, who perfectly kept the whole the Law. The Law is also a mirror to show us our sins, 
that when we see our sin and guilt, we may be led to Christ that we might be justified by faith.

Closing Thoughts 
So, the Law is not sinful nor useless. The Law is useful but it must be used lawfully. It must be 
used properly. The lawful use of the Law of God is to reveal the problem of sin. Though the Law 
is useful it doesn’t provide a solution. The answer is not keeping the Law but in Jesus Christ’s 
blood and righteousness. Only He can save. He was made sin for us. He was made a curse for us. 
He suffered and died for us. He bore our guilt on the cross of Calvary and now offers us His 
righteousness and new life. When we put our faith in Him as our personal Saviour, He forgives 
us and declares us righteous and enables us to live by His strength in ways that please Him. What 
the law cannot do, Jesus Christ can. Have you trusted Jesus Christ and have you asked Him to be 
your Saviour? Don’t seek to be justified by the works of the Law for the Bible clearly declares 
that, “that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we 
have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the 
works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.” (Galatians 2:16) 
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved. Do it now while the door of mercy is 
still open. Do it now before it’s too late. 

To those who have been justified by God’s grace, I pray that God would awaken you to this 
glorious truth that you have been delivered from the curse of the Law. If you trusted Christ as 
your Saviour you have been delivered from the condemning power of the Law. Oh, what 
deliverance! Oh, what grace! May this doctrine of the free and gracious justification of sinners 
by faith alone without the deeds of the law inspire you to live your lives not based on rules but 
based on grace, love, and appreciation. You will find a much more fruitful life living by grace 
and gratitude. 
Romans 7:6 But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that 
we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter. 

O to grace how great a debtor, 
Daily I’m constrained to be! 

Let Thy grace, Lord, like a fetter, 
Bind my wandering heart to Thee. 

AMEN!


